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Letter from the Editor

In 2007, EMHJ again received a record number of papers submitted for 
publication, nearly 700. In all, 28 countries are represented among the pa-
pers accepted in 2007; this includes almost all the counties of the Region 
and also a few from outside the Region. Despite the severe challenges 
faced in Iraq and Palestine, research continues as evidenced by the several 
papers accepted for publication in 2007 originating from these 2 countries 
in crisis. We salute the resolve and resilience of these researchers to carry 
on in such difficult circumstances.

Because of the large numbers of papers submitted, we have had to 
become more selective and in 2006 our acceptance rate was around 35%. 
In accepting papers for publication in the Journal, we not only strive to 
maintain high standards, but also to focus on public health issues or other 
topics within the scope of the World Health Organization (WHO) that will 
be of relevance and interest to our wide readership across the Region, and 
indeed the globe.

We would like to take the opportunity here to express our sincere 
gratitude to our esteemed reviewers for 2007, whose names can be found 
at the end of this issue. Their thorough and candid appraisals have helped 
inform our decisions on papers and are critical to maintaining the quality 
of EMHJ.

In April 2008 WHO will celebrate its 60th anniversary. EMHJ will be 
issuing a Special Issue of the Journal to mark WHO’s 60 years of work 
dedicated to improving the health and well-being of the populations of the 
world. Much has changed over the past 60 years, which has led to changing 
strategies, priorities and approaches but throughout, WHO’s objective has 
remained constant and clear: the attainment by all peoples of the highest 
possible level of health.
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