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Letter from the Editor

The 60th Session of the World Health Assembly meets from 14 to 23 May
2007 in Geneva. The main function of the Assembly is to determine the
policies of the World Health Organization. Among the issues being dis-
cussed this year are poliomyelitis eradication, tuberculosis, health systems
and emergency-care systems, oral health, gender strategy, and avian and
pandemic influenza. The Assembly will consider resolutions on these and
other issues agreed at the 120th Session of the WHO Executive Board in
January this year.

Infectious diseases remain high on the list of priorities but the con-
siderable burden of noncommunicable diseases is addressed in a resolu-
tion passed by the Executive Board for the prevention and control of
noncommunicable diseases and the implementation of the global strategy
(EB120.R17). As noted in this resolution, mortality due to noncommuni-
cable diseases is expected to rise by 17% by 2015, with serious economic
consequences for all. In addition, the 11th General Programme of Work
(2006—15) of WHO included the target of reducing death rates from all
noncommunicable diseases by 2% annually during the next 10 years.
Thus, in the resolution, Member States are urged to strengthen national
and political will to prevent and control noncommunicable diseases as part
of the commitment to achieving the target set by the 11th Programme of
Work and to develop and implement a national multisectoral evidence-
based action plan for their prevention and control. The Executive Board
also requests the Director-General of WHO to prepare an action plan to be
submitted to the Sixty-First Session of the World Health Assembly in 2008
that would set out priorities, actions, a time frame and performance indica-
tors for prevention and control of noncommunicable diseases between
2008 and 2013.

This issue of EMHJ contains a considerable number of papers con-
cerned with noncommunicable diseases. For example, several papers on
diabetes and cardiovascular diseases are presented, which are among the
most prominent noncommunicable diseases. Other papers included relate
to mental health and nutrition, and also to hearing, vision and oral health
in children. These papers indicate the extent and diversity of the problems
of noncommunicable diseases and the pressing need to tackle them.
Research, such as that presented in the papers in this issue, can provide
decision-makers with the much-needed data and evidence to identify the
extent of health problems, set priorities and monitor the progress of actions
developed to address these problems.
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