
Eastern	 La Revue de Santé
Mediterranean	 de la Méditerranée
Health Journal	 orientale

Contents
Letter from the Editor....................................................................................................................................................S4
Editorial

Combating disease and promoting health: challenges for health research
S.A. Matlin................................................................................................................................................................S6

Invited papers

Reproductive health: a call to the research community
M.F. Fathalla............................................................................................................................................................S8

An Islamic perspective on human genetic and reproductive technologies
H. Hathout..............................................................................................................................................................S22

Human cloning: Eastern Mediterranean Region perspective
M. Abdur Rab and M.H. Khayat .............................................................................................................................S29

Heartfile’s contribution to health systems strengthening in Pakistan 
S. Nishtar................................................................................................................................................................S38

Emergency preparedness and humanitarian action: the research deficit. Eastern Mediterranean Region 
perspective

I.A. Shaikh and A Musani........................................................................................................................................S54
Research articles

Perceptions of the condom as a method of HIV prevention in Yemen
R. Busulwa, A.A. Azzubeidi, M.Y. Takiyaddin, H. El Zein El Mousaad, J. Tawillah and H. Ziady..........................S64

What do medical students in Alexandria know about female genital mutilation?
S.R.A. Mostafa, N.A.M. El Zeiny, S.E.S. Tayel and E.I. Moubarak........................................................................ S78

Women’s perception and experience of menopause: a community-based study in Alexandria, Egypt
I. Loutfy, F. Abdel Aziz, N.I. Dabbous and M.H.A. Hassan....................................................................................S93

Psychiatric morbidity and its sociodemographic correlates among women in Irbid, Jordan
T.K. Daradkeh, A. Alawan, R. Al Ma’aitah and S.A. Otoom................................................................................S107

Post-traumatic stress disorder among survivors of Bam earthquake 40 days after the event 
H. Hagh-Shenas, M.A. Goodarzi, M. Farajpoor and A. Zamyad......................................................................... S118

Depressive symptoms among high school adolescents in Oman
M. Afifi, A. Al Riyami, M. Morsi and H. Al Kharusil............................................................................................ S126

Vol. 12 (Supplement 2)       2006

Supplement on the occasion of Forum 10



Validation of the Arabic Strengths and Difficulties Questionnaire and the Development and  
Well-Being Assessment

A. Alyahri and R. Goodman.................................................................................................................................. S138

Health education in the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya: assessment of future needs
A.A. Elfituri, M.S. Elmahaishi, T.H. MacDonald and F.M. Sherif ........................................................................ S147

Congenital heart disease in Saudi Arabia: current epidemiology and future projections
A.A.A. Alabdulgader............................................................................................................................................. S157

Distribution des paramètres anthropométriques des nourrissons dans la région de Monastir (Tunisie)
K. Ben Salem, O. Mandhouj, M. Letaief, A. Mtar et M. Soltani............................................................................ S168

Knowledge and concern about avian influenza among secondary school students in Taif, Saudi Arabia
A-S. Al-Shehri, M. Abdel-Fattah and T. Hifnawy................................................................................................. S178

Intestinal parasitosis and nutritional status in schoolchildren of Sahar district, Yemen
Y.A. Raja’a and J.S. Mubarak............................................................................................................................... S189

Factors influencing inappropriate hospitalization in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia: physicians’ perspectives 
B.A. Al-Omar, A.F. Al-Assaf, K.M. Al-Aiban, K.K. Kalash and F. Javed.............................................................. S195

Safe injection practices in a primary health care setting in Oman 
S. Al Awaidy, S. Bawikar and P. Duclos................................................................................................................S207

Evaluation of dental waste management in two cities in Palestine
R.O. Darwish and I.A. Al-Khatib.......................................................................................................................... S217

	 ................................................................................................................. S223
Reports

Visceral leishmaniasis control in Thi Qar Governorate, Iraq, 2003
A.K. Jassim, R. Maktoof, H. Ali ,  B. Bodosan, and K. Campbell ........................................................................ S230

WHO EMRO’s approach for supporting e-health in the Eastern Mediterranean Region
N. Al-Shorbaji....................................................................................................................................................... S238

Short communication

Handsearching the EMHJ for reports of randomized controlled trials by UK Cochrane  
Centre (Bahrain)

A. Al Hajeri, J. Al Sayyad  and A. Eisinga............................................................................................................ S253
Meeting report

Summary report of the Regional Consultation to follow up on the Mexico Ministerial Summit on  
Health Research, Rawalpindi, Pakistan, 29–30 November 2005......................................................................S258

Guidelines for authors...............................................................................................................................................S262

WHO sales and discount policy...............................................................................................................................S268

16

20512

1320

20043.50-4.00

2.50-3.49

2:002.00

P < 0.05

Evaluating the impact of Arabization on medical students’ acquisition, Gezira University, 
Sudan 
ABSTRACT: This study aimed to assess the teaching of medicine in Arabic at the Faculty of 
Medicine, University of Gezira, and its impact on the academic attainments of graduates in terms 
of their final grade point average (GPA). Of a total of 20 graduation classes, 16 classes were 
selected, 8 of which (classes 5 to 12) studied in English whereas the other 8 (classes 13 to 20) 
studied in Arabic. The last 8 classes include all graduates (until January 2004) since the Arabic 
teaching system was first introduced. The proportion of graduates with excellent grade (GPA 3.5 
to 4.0), very good and good grade (GPA 2.5 to 3.49), overall pass grade (2.00 and above) of both 
groups were calculated and compared, as were the failure rates (GPA below 2.00). The overall 
performance of the classes that studied in Arabic was better (P < 0.05).
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