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INWEST IN HEALTH. BLULD A& SAFER FUTLIR]

wWorld Health Dﬂ'}-’ The World Health Day is a yearly celebration on
April 7 which marks the foundation of the World

Health Organization, and raises awareness of the
key global health issues. This year‘'s campaign
theme: International Health Security with the slogan

‘Investin health, build a safer future”was celebrated
in Lebanon in an event joining all the concerned stakeholders in health and the
Ministry of Public Health, to commemorate their efforts in response to emerging
health needs in the country.

The World Health Day served as an ideal opportunity to consider the
interconnectedness of Health and Security, and the need to involve all partnersin
working coordinately in improving preparedness and response to emerging needs.
In fact, an animate example of how health and security needs are interdependent,
are the latest events of the July 2006 Lebanese war and the Nahr-El-Bared
emerging crisis in north Lebanon.

These increasing new challenges have an impact on the collective health security.
Through continuing and strengthening collaborative work, we will be better
prepared to respond to the health issues and make the world more secure.

As we move fourth in emergency preparedness and effective response, we take

part in a shared effort in Investing in Health to Build a Safer Future.

Dr. Jaouad Mahjour
WHO Representative in Lebanon
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National AIDS Control Program

The National AIDS Control Program’s
activities were halted during the July 2006
war, and were resumed in September 2006.
Since then, the NAP staff has managed to
carry out many projects in collaboration with
its different stakeholders, in line with the
National Strategic Plan.

First Integrated Bio-Behavioral
Studies  for
Vulnerable Groups in the

Surveillance

Region

With the support of grants provided by
the World Bank under the Institutional
Development Fund (IDF) project, and in line
with the 2" and 3" component of the project
aimingat Strengtheningthe currentHIV/AIDS
epidemiological surveillance system, as well
as Developing Guidelines for Integrated
Prevention and Care for vulnerable groups,
the NAP contracted a research team from
the American University of Beirut (AUB) to
undertake the first Integrated Bio-Behavioral
Surveillance (IBBS) Studies focusing on Most
at Risk Populations (MARPSs) in the region,
which include Commercial Sex Workers,
Intra Venous Drug Users (IVDUS), Prisoners,
and Males Having Sex with Males (MSMs).
The AUB research team in collaboration
with the NAP trained 25 participants from
local NGOs who work with MARPs to HIV/
AIDS, on IBBS studies sampling and data
collection techniques, in a workshop on the
28" and 29" of May, and 20™ of June 2007.

Furthermore, under the 3 component of
the IDF project, a Voluntary Counseling
and Testing (VCT) training was held during

the first week of June 2007. More than 60
service providers in HIV/AIDS and Public
Health workers from 29 different institutions,
NGOs, Ministries, and universities attended
the training that aimed at developing their
knowledge and skills in VCT services.

Safety Prevention material for rapid HIV tesing.
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Furthermore, the NAP produced a
brochure targeting HIV/AIDS patients
that will be distributed to the VCT centers
as well as to physicians specialized in
infectious diseases. The brochure aims at
making HIV/AIDS patients more in control
of sustaining healthy lifestyles.
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Vulnerable Group Project
within the UNAIDS /PAF

Under the second component of
the UNAIDS Program Acceleration
Fund (PAF) that aims at “Reducing
the wvulnerability of prisoners through
increasing their awareness on HIV/AIDS,
ensuring their access to condoms, and
ensuring psychosocial support in prison”,
12 focus group discussions (FGD) were
conducted by the NAP with HIV/AIDS
prisoners, general prisoners, as well as
prison staff. One of the FGD objectives
was to assess the needs at the prison
in order to tailor Information, Education
and Communication (IEC) material
production. The second objective was to
help Association Justice et Misericorde
(AJEM) in conducting adapted awareness
sessions according to the needs of the
prisoners. Two brochures were produced
by the NAP targeting HIV/AIDS prisoners
as well as general prisoners.

“Health-

Moreover, and under the third component
of the UNAIDS/PAF project, the NAP
conducted an impact assessment on
behavioral change among female sex
workers following awareness raising
interventions that have been undertaken
since the year 2001 by the NAP
and its partners, namely the United
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and
Soins Infirmiers et Developpement
Communautaire (SIDC). The total number
of female sex workers recruited for the
study was 536, and analysis is underway.
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Towards providing knowledge and
awareness of HIV/AIDS for juveniles
in prison, the NAP in collaboration with
the United Nations Office on Drugs and
Crimes (UNODC) undertook the following
activities:

1. Production of a Training Kit for prison
staff and social workers, including: a
training manual, a poster, an HIV/AIDS
booklet for juveniles, and an educational
game.

2. Implementation of 2 Training of
Trainers Workshops for social workers,
nurses, and other prison staff on HIV/
AIDS, Drug abuse related to HIV/
AIDS, Youth Reproductive Health, and
Communication and Education skills, in
October and November 2006.

3. Implementation of 12 HIV/AIDS
awareness sessions for juveniles.

WHO Collaborative
Programs

Polio Eradication Initiative

Following the national Poliomyelitis
campaign conducted in October and
December 2006, WHO has contracted the
Lebanese Epidemiological Association
(LEA) to evaluate the results of the campaign
coverage. The national Poliomyelitis
campaign was conducted using two
approaches: 1) through a house to house
plan covering the areas of Tripoli, Akkar,
Menniyeh, Baalback, Hermel, Rachaya,
Hasbaya, and the region south of the Litani
River, and 2) through routine vaccination of
children covering the rest of the country. A
total of 320,000 children less than five years
of age were vaccinated for polio.

To conduct the evaluation survey, teams
from the Lebanese University were trained
and then deployed in 13 districts to perform
a well designed cluster survey. The field
workers visited houses and conducted a
structured interview with the mothers or the
person taking care of less than five years
old children. The survey was conducted in
March and April 2007, and covered 2,571
children in 1,800 households.

One of the surveyors administering the questionnaire.
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Recovery Interventions
Emergency Preparedness at the MoPH

In the prospect of strengthening the
Emergency Health Response at the Ministry
of Public Health (MoPH), WHO recruited
a national expert to assess the gaps and
needs in emergency response, and develop
a national MoPH preparedness plan.

In that respect, WHO has supported the
MoPH in establishing a joint Strategic Health

WHO Officer providing lab reagents to Tyr Governmental
Hospital.

WHO continued its support for reinforcing
the MoPH capacity in rapidly responding
to disease outbreaks and epidemics
control. For that, and as part of its
support to the EWARS (Early Warning
and Response System) initiated during
the humanitarian phase of the July war
in 2006, WHO provided equipment and
reagents to 10 referral laboratories
selected in coordination with the MoPH.
These referral labs will be able to
undertake the appropriate laboratory
tests in confirming the suspected cases
of cholera, typhoid, measles, and other
communicable diseases.

Operations Center (SHOC) for emergency
health interventions at the Rafic Hariri
Governmental Hospital (RHGH).

The support included the procurement of
different kinds of communication equipment
and office furniture, in addition to redesigning
the premises to match required standards.

(Heal’rh Facilities Follow Up

Assessment

WHO and in collaboration with the MoPH
conducted a Follow Up Assessment in
January and February 2007 to assess
the remaining functional and structural
damages and available health services
in the 43 facilities previously listed as
destroyed or severely damaged. These 43
health facilities (11 hospitals and 32 health
centers) were distributed in Sidon, Tyr,
Nabatiyeh, Marjeyoun, Hasbaya, bint Jbeil,
Baalbeck, Akkar, and Beirut Suburbs. The
assessment showed that three months after
hostilities all responding health centers
and hospitals resources and services
assessed were adequate. Information is
made available to concerned authorities

i -..-r:';."'l.-i ST e
At the health facilities Follow Up Assessment.
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Strengthening the Drinking Water Quality Surveillance

System in Lebanon

As part of the Water Quality Monitoring
and Surveillance System initiated during
the Humanitarian and Recovery phase
of the July war in 2006, WHO undertook
various activities. At the forefront of these
activities, WHO provided 16 portable water
testing laboratories, based on identified
specifications, to the Ministry of Public Health
(MoPH) Regional Laboratories, as well as to
the Ministry of Water and Energy (MoWE),
the water establishments, the Municipality
of Beirut, and the Rafic Hariri Governmental
Hospital (RHGH). These institutions were
also provided with reagents sufficient for a
period of 4 months.

In addition, WHO conducted a series of
trainings on the 2", 9" and 16™ of June
Methods attended by 85

on Analytical

WHO providing the portable water testing laboratories to the
Ministry of Water and Energy.

participants. The purpose of the trainings
was to build the capacity of the laboratories
personnel. These participants included
the MoPH public health inspectors, as
well as personnel from the MoWE, the
water establishments, the RHGH, and the
Municipality of Beirut. A training on Water
Sampling Methods for 164 participants
from the MoPH and the concerned national
authorities is planned as well.

Furthermore, and with the aim of
strengthening the MoPH water sampling and
collection system, WHO provided 10 vehicles
for its national Water Quality Monitoring and
Surveillance system that cover the areas
of Akkar, Tripoli, Baalbeck,

Zahleh, EI Shouf, Sidon, Tyr, Marjeyoun and

Kesserwan,

Nabatiyeh.

e

Training on water analysis using portable water testing
laboratories
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School Health Program

In April 2007, the Ministry of Education
(MoEd), the Ministry of Public Health
(MoPH), and WHO signed a tripartite
Memorandum of Understanding regarding
the school health program. The three
components of the School Health Program
are: the Medical component, the Health
Awareness and Education component,
and the Environmental Health and Safety
in schools.

The medical component includes the
yearly physical check-up, oral health
check-up, review of the immunization
cards, preventive interventions and
referral for treatment and vaccination.

The health awareness and education
component includes the introduction of
e-learning through school clubs. The e-
learning health academy, which aims at
improving the health knowledge, skills
and practices of enrolled children and
school teachers, is being introduced by
WHO with the collaboration of MoEd in
20 public schools, 10 private schools,
and 10 UNRWA schools. WHO will also
be providing the public schools with
computers and other equipment to enable

Within the medical component, WHO
and in collaboration with the MoEd
and the MoPH is supporting the
following activities:

e Providing medical equipment to
1,338 public schools to conduct
the medical check-up.

e Updating and printing the Students
Health File.

e Updating the training modules for
the Medical Doctors’ workshops.

e Conducting training workshops for
MDs to standardize the medical
exam.

® Printing dental examination forms
for 300,000 students.

® Providing fluoride gargle for 30,000
students per year for 3 years.

® Distributing 1,200 dental models
for public
Lebanon to be used for oral health

schools all across

awareness.

the establishment of the health academy.

Finally, the environmental health and
safety in schools aims at improving
a healthy environment in schools to
establish a safe environment for children
and alleviate the physical, biological and
chemical risk on children’s health within
school environment. WHO'’s support will
include undertaking a complete survey
of the school environment and adopting
measures to improve the environmental
safety of schools.

<Health_
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Launching of the Oral Health
Campaign phase |l

Withinthe school health program, WHO has
provided technical support to the national
oral health committee in developing a

national oral health strategy for the year
2005-2010. Thus, in collaboration with
the different partners including WHO,

Part of the audience at the launching of the campaign.

National Diabetes

Program

The Ministry of Public Health (MoPH) has
just established the National Diabetes
Program. In support of the program, WHO
has recruited an expert to assess the
Diabetes related data and interventions
on the national level. Based on various
meetings with the main stakeholders
including scientific societies, NGOs, MoPH

the MoEd, the MoPH, and the NGOs,
the national oral health committee has
launched the second phase of the Oral
Health Campaign in public schools, with

the slogan “a Dentist for each school”, on
the 26 of March 2007.

Dr. Jaouad Mahjour’s speech at the launching of the campaign.

officials and WHO staff, an assessment
report was prepared and presented to
the MoPH, describing the interventions,
gaps, and main recommendations for the
National Diabetes Program. The report
constitutes the basis for the development
of a National Diabetes Strategy and Plan
of Action.
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Mother and Child Program

Carnet de Santé

The Carnet de Santé was introduced
at the Mother and Child Unit at the
Ministry of Public Health in 1996. Upon
the request of the MoPH, a technical
committee was formed comprising
20 different stakeholders as well as
multidisciplinary experts in psychology,

speech therapy, health promotion,

Technical committee meeting to review the “Carnet de Santé”.

oral health, pediatric, and other health
fields. WHO supported the process of
the revision of the content, utility, and
design of the “carnet de santé” in order
to make it more adapted to the users’
needs. The “carnet de santé” is expected
to be finalized and printed by the end of
the year 2007.
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IT Support Program

National Health Information Center

Towards enhancing the information
exchange between the National Health
Information Center (NHIC) and medical
libraries in Lebanon, the NHIC agreed on

to the NHIC services, as well as WHO’s work
in Lebanon, in addition to the usage of the
WHO Lebanon website:
www.leb.emro.who.int

a mechanism for extending
the access of these libraries
to health resources. So far, 7
medical libraries were added to
the NHIC's partners’ list. In that
respect, 3 sessions have been
given on the 10", 13" and 25" of
April 2007, to respectively 35 and
43 students from the Université
Saint Esprit, and 10 students
from the Global University. The
sessions introduced the students

Global Positioning System

WHO Technical Assistant in ICT during a session at the NHIC.

With the purpose of enhancing the
WHO Geographical Information
System data, a team was recruited
to position Primary Health Care
centers (PHCs) and hospitals in
the South of Lebanon. The team
of 4 graduate students has been
trained on the use of the Global
Positioning System (GPS), and
have collected the coordinates of
160 PHCs and 40 hospitals, thus
facilitating future interventions
and analysis of data using the
Health Mapper. The data is being
updated on the WHO Geographical
Information System (GIS).
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World Health
Day 2007

On the occasion of the World
Health Day 2007 with the slogan
“Your Health is Precious...Give it
its Due Rights”, the World Health
Organization (WHO), in cooperation
with the Ministry of Public Health
(MoPH), organized a launching of the
yearly campaign of the World Health
Day on Saturday, April 14, 2007 at
the Palais des Congrés in Dbayeh,
with the presence and support of the
Regional Director for the Eastern
Mediterranean Region (EMR), Dr.
Hussein A. Gezairy. The event was
attended by health partners and
highly ranked officials from ministries,
parliamentarians, general security,
internal defense, and UN agencies,
as well as syndicates and scientific

societies, international and local

i il
Part of audience at the opening ceremony.

NGOs, academic institutions, the media, and other

high level authorities.

e AT vm 1. wall
From left to right: WR Lebanon, H.E. Minister of Public Health,
EMRO Regional Director, H.E. Minister of Education and
Higher Education, and MoPH Director General, at the opening
ceremony.

y |
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The World Health Day agenda:
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EMRO Regional Director, WR Lebanon, Dr. Jaouad Mahjour’s WHO Lebanon National Professional
Dr. Hussein A. Gezairy's speech at the speech. Officer, Dr. Alissar Rady.
World Health Day 2007 event.
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In the context of the World Health Day and to honor the different ministries,
governmental institutions, syndicates and civil society organizations that
played an important role in lessening the effects of the war, awards were
distributed to the following institutions:

the Ministry of Education and Higher Education (MoEd),

the Ministry of National Defense — The Lebanese Army Headquarter,

the Ministry of Public Health,

the Ministry of Social Affairs,

The Health, Labor and Social Affairs Committee in the Lebanese
Parliament,

the Press Syndicate,

the Lebanese Journalist Association,

the Syndicate of Hospitals,

the Order of Nursing,

the Order of Pharmacists,

the Order of Physicians,

the Civil Defense,

and the Lebanese Red Cross.

Furthermore, the Ministry of Public Health honored the World Health
Organization Representative in Lebanon, Dr. Jaouad Mahjour, by presenting
him with the Silver Palmed Lebanese Order of Merit Medal.




CAMPAIGN IN FOCUS

J N

Dr. Hussein A. Gezairy presenting the award to H.E. Minister of Public
Health, Dr. Mohamad Jawad Khalife.

Dr. Hussein A. Gezairy presenting the award to H.E. Minister H.E. Minister of Public Health presenting the Silver Palmed
of Education and Higher Education, Dr. Khaled Kabbani. Lebanese Order of Merit Medal to WR Lebanon.

The awarded institutions representatives.




CAMPAIGN IN FOCUS 2Health.

The World Health Day celebration was also the occasion for signing the tripartite
Memorandum of Understanding between the MoPH, MoEd, and WHO regarding the
school health program.

At the closing of the ceremony, Dr. Walid
Ammar, Director General of the Ministry
of Public Health, and on behalf of the
districts’ doctors, received the keys of the
35 Citroen Berlingo cars donated by the
Norwegian Government (15 cars), the Italian
Government (10 cars) and the European
Commission Office for Humanitarian Aid
(10 cars). This donation aims to support
and strengthen the drinking water quality
Signing of the Memorandum of Understanding between WHO, surveillance system and the epidemiological
the MoPH, and the MoEd. i
surveillance system at the MoPH.

The MoPH Director General receiving the keys to the 35 cars Some of the cars donated to the MoPH surveillance unit.
on behalf of the district doctors.

At the end of the ceremony,
the invitees visited the
exhibition of the 34 winning
paintings ofthe World Health
Day 2007 Art Competition
sponsored by WHO.

EMRO Regional Director and WR Lebanon visiting the Art Competition exhibition of
winning paintings.

y |



CELEBRATION

As the prevailing security atmosphere in the country in the past months was not conductive to
launch activities to celebrate the International Health Days, the celebrations were restricted to the
development of Information, Education, and Communication materials that were distributed to

WHO'’s main partners in health, namely, Ministries, UN agencies, NGOs, academic institutions
media institutions, and other relevant bodies.

World Diabetes Day

\
\

14 November 2006

'
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The theme for World Diabetes Day 2006 “Diabetes Care
for Everyone” focused on disadvantaged communities and
vulnerable groups worldwide, promoting awareness that every
person with diabetes or at risk of diabetes deserves the best

possible quality of education, prevention and care available

World AIDS Day

1 December 2006

The 2006 World AIDS Campaign emphasized the theme

of accountability, with the slogan “Together towards HIV
prevention, treatment and care for all”.
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World Tuberculosis Day

24 March 2007

The World TB Day 2007 sloganwas “ TB anywhereis TB everywhere”,

aiming to promote a unified action against tuberculosis.
TB &exhimen:
- ¢ EEeE ¢ KT

Tuberculosis: the facts
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CELEBRATION

World No Tobacco Day

31 May 2007 2007 A o8 ELLEL catal ol
MMJM1

The World No Tobacco Day 2007 campaign focused o A g L (1
on the urgent need for countries to make all indoor i
B e ot e b T b i e il i i L]
public places and workplaces 100% smoke-free. [ e O L e s U e
The purpose of the World No Tobacco Day was to ket el o
B T L e B,
inform the public on the dangers of using tobacco, il
the business practices of tobacco companies, [T R e S I |
[ [T R R re—m—— ey~ " ey par §

WHO’s work in fighting Y
. i D r'l'.\.l.—"u—'-"n—'._—"l'b:l‘-r:-‘.h-.‘rw-‘n'v—. El

the tobacco epidemic, and N

o Ll L B o LW e i | W

what people around the

world can do to claim their el e i g A e
right to health and healthy R s ik sl B B SR s il A o TR B s £
. e o B B e
living and to protect future ; O B o i g R s i 0

generations.

World Blood Donor Day

14 June 2007 Werld Blood, Donor, Day
The World Blood Bttt 2 e e g e O
DonorDay2007theme e o P e i e e s

“Safe Blood for
Safe Motherhood”
highlights the life- .
saving role of safe e o e

P T e o T
blood donation transfusion in maternal ST B s i bt g B s
4 [ EP e pie e
and perinatal care. The day aimed to ¥ g ot

raise awareness of the need for safe

blood, to recognize and thank the blood e ety L LTINS
donors who make transfusion possible, e Ay | T
and to encourage regular blood donation T
by suitable donors. e p—— T s
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Nahr El-Bared Cirisis

On 20 May 2007, violent clashes took place in the Nahr El-Bared Palestinian camp in Tripoli,
North of Lebanon. On June 11, the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees (UNRWA) counted 30,740 Palestinian Refugees that have fled Nahr EI-Bared camp.
The majority (26,247) are in the North of Lebanon in the Beddawi camp and Tripoli, in addition
to 391 persons who have fled to the Bekaa region, 2,006 to Central Lebanon Area, and 2,096

to Sidon and Tyr.

Since the first days of the crisis, UNRWA,
with the support of the WHO and other
UN agencies,
Humanitarian and Relief Interventions in
response to the crisis. Repercussions of
the conflict such as the crowded living
conditions among the Internally Displaced
Refugees (IDRs), limited electricity supply,

has been leading the

water and sanitation problems, sewage
disposal damages, potential outbreaks in
communicable diseases, health services
and medication needs, as well as basic
needs in food, shelter, and other Non
Food Items (NFI) are being dealt with in
a joint effort between the UN agencies,
the Lebanese government, and the NGOs
working in the field. For that purpose, the
UN Country Team has been meeting on a
regular basis to provide coordinated support
in responding to the humanitarian crisis.
Furthermore, WHO in coordination with the
Ministry of Public Health (MoPH) chaired
the first Health Cluster meeting on the 23™
of May, and has co-chaired with UNRWA 5
meetings as of end of June 2007. Moreover,
and for the purpose of facilitating the
coordination among the different partners

i, ¥ ) M
Children at IDPs camp at the Beddawi, picture by Nichol
Ireland / UNICEF.

in health, WHO is issuing a weekly health
cluster bulletin regarding the interventions
of the various partners in both the Nahr
El-Bared crisis, in addition to the ongoing
coverage of the recovery activities regarding
the July 2006 war.

On the other hand, a flash appeal has been
developed, amounting to US $ 12.7 million,
including provisions for emergency health,
water, sanitation services and protection
plans as well as food assistance, non food
items and shelter, both immediately in order
to relieve the congestion of the Beddawi
camp and in the short term to ensure suitable
temporary shelters for the IDRs.

y |



CAPACITY BUILDING &

HUMAN RESOURCES

REGIONAL AND
INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOPS

JANUARY

Post Medicine Price Survey Workshop
Cairo, Egypt Jan 7th — 9th

Inter Country Training on the Global
Tobacco Control Report (GTCR)
EMRO, Cairo, Egypt Jan 30th — 31st

FEBRUARY

Global Communication Meeting
EMRO, Cairo, Egypt Feb 11th — 12th

Meeting of MOH Focal Points for the UN
Global Road Safety Week
Muscat, Oman  Feb 24th -25th

A

Regional Workshop to develop Regional
Capacity in the introduction and
dissemination of the New Growth Curves
in the EMR Member States

EMRO, Cairo, Egypt Feb 26th — 1st Mar

Inter Country Meeting for Policy, Technical
and Decision Makers on National
Preparedness Plans for Human Pandemic
Influenza

Cairo, Egypt  Feb 26th — 28th

MARCH

AGFUND/WHO-CEHA workshop on the
Role of Community in Awareness Raising
and hygiene education in Based Healthy
Solid Waste Management in EMR

Amman, Jordan

March 5th — 7th

Regional Workshop on AFP/Measles
Surveillance
Cairo, Egypt  March 13th — 15th
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WHO Global Salmonella Surveillance in Egypt
EMRO, Cairo, Egypt March 25th — 29th

TB Review in Pakistan
Pakistan April 16th — 21st

Regional Consultation on Establishing
Guidelines for Acute Coronary Conditions
Cairo, Egypt  March 26th — 29th

Salary Survey Workshop

Inter Country meeting on outbreak Dubai, UAE  April 18th — 20th

Communication: the Goal, Strategies,
Evidence and Experience
Amman, Jordan  March 26th — 29th

Joint ISESCO Regional Training Workshop
on Environmental Health Risk Assessment
and Valuation Development Policies
Amman, Jordan  April 23rd — 26th

APRIL

WHO 2nd Regional Workshop on Quality
Assurance of Radiographic Techniques
and Radioprotection

Bahrain  April 1st — 5th

Youth Delegates to the World Youth
Assembly
Geneva, Switzerland April 23rd — 24th

Joint ITU/LAS/UN Agencies Regional
Conference on «Disaster, Relief and
Management: International Cooperation &
Role of ICT»

Alexandria, Egypt  April 14th — 17th
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MAY JUNE

2007 HIV Estimates Regional Training Flagship Course on Health Sector Reform
Workshops and Sustainable Financing for the MENA
Cairo, Egypt May 8th — 10th Region

Cairo, Egypt June 3rd — 7th

E- Learning Study Tour to Morocco 1st Consultation Workshop for team of
Casablanca, Morocco May 13th — 18th experts on Avian and Pandemic Influenza
in EMR

Cairo, Egypt June 3rd — 7th

Management of Public Health Risks in
Emergencies (MPHRS3)

Cairo, Egypt May 20th — 31st 17th Inter Country meeting of National
Malaria Programme Managers

Dubai, UAE  June 9th — 15th

24th Inter Country meeting of National
Managers of the Expanded Programme

on Immunization
Tunis, Tunisia May 27th — June 1st
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NATIONAL WORKSHOPS

Interim Emergency Assistance for Avian Influenza (Al) in

Lebanon Inception Workshop

Within the framework of the assistance
provided by the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations
(FAO) to the Lebanese Ministry of
Agriculture (MoAg) for the prevention of
Avian Influenza, an inception workshop
was conducted on April 11, 2007 at the
Crowne Plaza Hotel in Beirut, to launch
the SFERA joint project between the two
parties. The workshop was organized
with the support of the National Avian
Influenza Task Force, which includes, in
addition to the FAO, the WHO, the Office
(OIE),
the World Poultry Science Association
(WPSS), the MoPH, and the MoAg.

International des Epizooties

The 6th International

Physiotherapy Congress

Under the patronage of H.E.
the Minister of Public Health,
Dr. Mohamad Jawad Khalife,
and in collaboration with the
World Health Organization,
with the presence of the
Eastern Mediterranean
Regional Director, Dr. Hussein
A. Gezairy, the Lebanese

Order of Physiotherapy

At the gala dinner.

The workshop was attended by 55
participants including the MoPH, the
MoAg, representatives from the private
poultry sector, as well as representatives
from donor countries, and the media. The
workshop introduced the objectives and
work plan of the SFERA project, which
aims at strengthening the capacity of
veterinary services in Lebanon in order
to prevent and control Al outbreaks.
The WHO National Professional Officer
presented the WHO Regional Strategy
for Avian Influenza, along 3 main axes
focusing on risk reduction, strengthened
surveillance, and improved pandemic

preparedness.
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the  6th
Physiotherapy Congress,

International
with  the
participation of its different partners,

inaugurated

namely the World Confederation of
Physical Therapy (WCPT), the Arabic
Confederation of Physical
(ACPT),

Organisations de

Therapy
Fédération Internationale des
Physiothérapeutes
Francophones (FIOPF), and Association
(AMLF).
international

Franco-Libanaise
450
Lebanese participants attended the 3

Médicale
More than and
day congress between the 14" and 16" of
April 2007. The congress’ main objective
was to stress and reiterate the field
of practice of Physical Therapy. Many
presentations were given related to that
objective, during which WHO intervened
in a morning session related to quality
of care and the role of human resources
in health. At the end of the ceremony,
the WHO EMRO Regional Director, the

WHO Representative in Lebanon, as

WHO Programme Coordinator, Dr. Ziad Mansour, during his
presentation.

well as the Minister of Public Health

and the WHO Programme Coordinator
amongst others were presented with

merit awards.

§

L 1

b
Dr. Antoine Kedemos presenting Dr. Hussein A. Gezairy with
the merit award.
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The Health System
Development and Recovery
Joined Course at the Lebanese

University

In the context of building the capacity of
private and public health organizations, the
WHO Office in Lebanon in collaboration
with the Lebanese University School of
Public Health organized a course on “Post
Conflict Health System Development and
Recovery”. The objectives of the course
were to introduce participants to Basic
Planning concepts and tools, as well as
to principles of health system recovery,
in order to enable them to plan their own
interventions in health system recovery. The
course was attended on January 2007 by 55
participants from hospitals, Primary Health
Care Centers, and NGOs. WHO provided
all the technical support in terms of material
and human resources to the course.

Basic Development Needs
Workshop

Within the Basic Development Needs
(BDN) project, the WHO office in Lebanon
organized a two-day workshop on the
17" and 18" of May 2007 at the Meridien
Commodore Hotel in Beirut, on the role
of civil society and the local community in
Health Emergency and Recovery. More
than 20 health professionals from NGOs,
municipalities, and district health offices
participated in the workshop, and learned
about how to upgrade their role as well as
integrate local communities in Health Care
Response to emergencies.

Training on Reproductive Health in Emergencies

Based on the reported need for extending
the Reproductive Health (RH) in
Emergencies series of trainings conducted
in October and November 2006, WHO and
in collaboration with the Ministry of Public
Health has resumed the two-day workshops
in Beirut, Bekaa, South, North, and Mount
Lebanon. In total, ten workshops were
conducted between the 31% of January and
the 1%t of March 2007, and attended by 570
participants including family physicians,
gynecologists, pediatricians, midwives,
registered nurses, and social workers.
The participants were trained by experts

in reproductive health and ObsGyn on all

aspects of RH in emergencies.

RH expert during presentation at the RH in emergencies
Training

<Health_
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Training on Mental Health and

Psychosocial Support in Emergencies

Within the WHO recovery interventions
aiming at up scaling the preparedness
of the Public Health sector to face
Humanitarian Crises, and in collaboration
with the Ministry of Public Health,
several trainings on “Mental Health and
Psychosocial Support in Emergencies”
were organized all over the Lebanese
territories. The workshops aimed at
building the capacity of primary health
care professionals to identify and refer
common psychological and mental health
problems, as well as to promote self care
for the primary health care providers who
have been involved in war events.

Nine trainings have been conducted in

Beirut, Tripoli,
Lebanon, from May 17" to June 13"
2007, reaching 301 paramedical staff
at the level of Health Centers. These
trainings come as a follow up to similar
ones initiated in October 2006 in the
most affected regions namely the South

Marjeyoun, and Mount

and Nabatieh Mohafazats.

Trainer teaching relaxation exercises in a training session.
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Technical Support Missions

«Mr. Jose Rovira, Logistics Country
Coordinator at WO HQ, visited Lebanon
between the 21t and 27" of January to
support the country office in finalizing the
logistics arrangements following the 2006
July crisis.

« Ms. Joumana Hermez, Technical Officer
at WHO EMRO, and Professor Gerry
Stimson, Executive Director of the
International Harm Reduction Association
(IHRA), visited Lebanon between the
239 and 29" of January 2007, in an
assessment mission under strengthening
the civil society’s role in delivering harm
reduction services in the Middle East and
North Africa.

« Dr. Giuseppe Annunziata, Medical Officer
at WHO HQ, visited Lebanon between
the 31t of January and the 9" of February
2007, to assist WHO Lebanon in finalizing
the Lebanon Country Office Contingency
Plan.

«Dr. Houssain AbouZaid, coordinator at
WHO EMRO, visited Lebanon between
the 25" of February and the 2" of March,
to participate in the joint IAEA/UNEP/WHO
mission on depleted uranium, as well as
assess post-conflict water supply and
sanitation aspects relevant to WHO'’s
work.

«Dr. Najib Al-Shorbaji, coordinator KMS
at WHO EMRO, and Ms. Diana Zandi,
from WHO HQ, visited Lebanon between

1

Dr. AbouZaid, EMRO Coordinator HEP, and Mrs. Nohal Al Homsi,
WHO Lebanon Environmental Health Project Officer, reviewing

documents related to water supply and sanitation.

the 11" and 12" of March 2007 in a
mission to initiate activities related to the
implementation of the e-Learning Health
Academy project.

«Dr. Ahmad Mohit, from WHO EMRO,
visited Lebanon between the 8" and 15™
of April 2007, in a mission to support the
national team in finalizing the Mental
Health Recovery Interventions plan.

«Dr. Randa Saade, Scientist at WHO HQ,
visited Lebanon between the 24™ of May
and till the 2" of June 2007, in a mission
to re-assess the Baby Friendly Hospital
Initiative (BFH) under the WHO Infant and
Young Child Feeding Program (IYCF).
It was recommended at the end of the
mission to promote BFH by establishing
an Infant and Young Child Feeding
Program (IYCF) National Committee and
ensuring capacity building, among other
activities through the collaborative work of
all concerned.




World Health Organization
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