WHO EMRO | COVID-19 situation updates for epi week 45 (05-11 November 2023)

As of 11 November 2023, the global cumulative incidence of COVID-19 reached 771,823,718
reported cases and 7,002,032 associated deaths with a case-fatality ratio (CFR) of 0.91%.
Meanwhile, the Eastern Mediterranean Region (EMR) has reported a total of 23,404,521 cases
representing 3.03% of the global count, with 351,754 associated deaths (CFR 1.5%). Most
countries in the Region are in the community transmission phase. This report does not
represent the accurate COVID-19 burden in the EMR given that updates are not regularly
received from all 22 Member States (Table 1).
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Table 1: COVID-19 cases, deaths, and CFR, global and EMR, as of 11 November 2023

During the epidemiological week 45 of 2023, a total of 1,266 lab-confirmed COVID-19 cases
and 33 associated deaths (CFR: 2.6%) were reported from 4 Member States: Afghanistan (406
cases; 4 death), IR Iran (653 cases; 29 deaths), Kuwait (11 cases; 0 death) and Morocco (196
cases; 0 death). This indicates 1% and 41% decrease in the number of cases and deaths
respectively compared to week 44.

A total of 80,651 COVID-19 PCR tests were conducted this week in the 3 Member States




WHO EMRO | COVID-19 situation updates for epi week 45 (05-11 November 2023)

(Positivity Rate: 1.6%) which indicates a 9% decrease in the number of tests compared to the
previous week. This brings the cumulative number of COVID-19 laboratory tests in EMR to
450,130,939 (positivity rate 5.2%) since the start of the pandemic. The highest number of PCR
tests were reported from the United Arab Emirates (UAE) (200,761,593; 44.7%), followed by IR
Iran (57,951,204; 12.8%), and Saudi Arabia (45,484,848; 10.1%). WHO recommends a
positivity rate of around 3—12% as a general benchmark indicating adequate testing, which was
achieved in most countries of the Region.

Since the beginning of the pandemic, the highest number of total cases in the Region was
reported by IR Iran (7,623,714; 32.57% of the Region’s total), followed by Iraq (2,465,545;
10.53%), and Jordan (1,746,997; 7.46%). IR Iran also reported the highest number of total
COVID-19- associated deaths (146,662; 41.69% of the Region’s total) followed by Pakistan
(30,656; 8.72%) and Tunisia (29,423; CFR 8.37%). The lowest CFRs in the region were
reported by Qatar (0.13%), Bahrain (0.22), and the UAE (0.22%), while the highest CFRs were
reported by Yemen (18.07%) followed by Sudan (7.89%) and Syria (5.51%) respectively.

2/4



WHO EMRO | COVID-19 situation updates for epi week 45 (05-11 November 2023)

1&000

mm Cages ——(FRM

14000

12000

g

#8000

Number of cases

000

4000

2000

3/4



WHO EMRO | COVID-19 situation updates for epi week 45 (05-11 November 2023)

120%

100%

80%

60%

40%
0% I
s ij:ﬁ: &}:F & o ;ﬁ“# L @?* a@"’}&fzp gl g

e ®

474


https://who.us18.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=10530bda33d793e73773a278f&amp;id=4fdab24d0f
https://who.us18.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=10530bda33d793e73773a278f&amp;id=4fdab24d0f

