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Use of national languages in health information and education

Qassem Sara

According to the Ninth General Programme of Work (articlos 48 and €5} the two main functions of
the World Health Organization (WHO) are technical cooperation with Member States and directing
and coordinating international health work. These two complementary functions advocate using
measures leading to health promotion, practicing of specific health actions, and disseminating infor-
mation. It is reasonable therefore, that WHO orients its programmes towards the collection, evalua-
tion and dissemination of information through the most cost—effective methods and seeks new ways
to enhance collaboration with the scientific media, and to encourage active collaboration with all
concermned.

In the dissemination of heaith information and communicating health messages, the use of na-
tional languages comes to the forefront. Medical publications in national languages increase the abil-
ity of health workers as well as enriching such languages with scientific terminology. This article
reviews the development of this important issue and the role of the WHO Eastern Mediterranean
Regional Office in delivering health and medical information to the patient, health professionals and to
public health officials in the Region in ways that are most underetandable, most comprehensible and
most useful to all concemed.
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