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Every year World Health Day is observed on 7 April to mark the founding 
of the World Health Organization (WHO). The occasion is an opportunity 
to raise awareness of key global health issues. “International health secu-
rity” is the theme this year. International health security is the rst line of 
defence against natural and man-made catastrophes that can overwhelm 
communities, countries and economies. 

World Health Day 2007 will be marked at an international level with a 
high-level debate in Singapore on 2 April. The panel will include Dr Marga-
ret Chan, the new Director-General of WHO, and Lee Hsien Loong, Prime 
Minister of Singapore. The debate will cover such potential international 
public health emergencies as avian and pandemic inuenza outbreaks, the 
spread of HIV/AIDS, humanitarian emergencies and bioterrorism.

Here in the WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region (EMR), the main is-
sues to be addressed under the theme of “International health security” are 
SARS, avian inuenza, malaria, AIDS, natural disasters such as oods and 
earthquakes, and the humanitarian consequences of conict such as are 
seen in Afghanistan, Iraq, Palestine, Sudan and Somalia. 

Two documentary lms, one on Darfur and one on the Pakistan 
earthquake will be disseminated in the countries the Region through the 
WHO Country Ofces. After the devastating 2005 earthquake in northern 
Pakistan, WHO-EMR was among the rst organizations to arrive on the 
scene. The lm documents the activities of the EMR and WHO Headquar-
ters teams as well as those of the Pakistan Federal Ministry of Health in 
dealing with the emergency, and includes interviews with many of those 
involved.

The documentary on Darfur records the visit to that area of Dr Hussein 
A. Gezairy, Regional Director, and the late Director-General of WHO, Dr 
Lee Jong-wook. The lm shows the on-the-ground activities of WHO-
EMR and other agencies such as Médecins Sans Frontières and UNICEF, 
e.g. the setting up of eye clinics. It also highlights the problems still to be 
resolved such as lack of drinking water, the need for more clinics and the 
shortage of beds in the mother and child clinic. The lm ends with a call 
for solidarity among donors. 
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